
Domestic violence bill gets final legislative OK
The Connecticut State Senate recently voted in favor of a

three-part legislative package that takes a comprehensive
approach in dealing with family violence in the areas of the
judicial and criminal justice systems, housing and human
services issues, and education matters.

The legislative package, which was approved in the House of
Representatives, now heads to the desk of the governor for her
signature.

The legislation is the result of a bipartisan task force creat-
ed late last year by Speaker of the House Christopher G.

Donovan (D-Meriden) charged with identifying trends and
research pertaining to domestic violence matters and develop-
ing a series of legislative recommendations.

State Rep. Mae Flexer (D-Danielson) served as chairwoman
of the task force and played a key role in authoring the legisla-
tion. “Final passage of this legislation marks an important
shift in the state’s response to domestic violence issues,” she
said. “The package is the biggest group of domestic violence
reforms the legislature has approved in over 25 years.”

Changes to the judicial portion of the package includes the
creation of a pilot program for electronic monitoring for the
highest risk domestic violence offenders; improvement of the
enforcement of protective orders; enhancement of informa-

tion sharing in family violence cases among appropri-
ate state agencies; elimination of the look-back period
for persistent family violence offenders; authorization
for prosecutors to consider out-of-state offenses for per-
sistent family violence offenders; implementation of
employment protections for family violence victims;
and the creation of three additional domestic violence
court dockets.

State Rep. Gerald Fox III (D-Stamford), vice chairman
of the Judiciary Committee, said the passage of the leg-
islation provide important tools to the state.
“Enhancing the tools of the legal system, particularly
in the area of protective orders, is critical to reducing
the incidence of domestic violence,” he said.

Other changes approved include a requirement that

funding from the state’s marriage license surcharge is ade-
quately distributed to domestic violence programs in a timely
manner; the loosening of penalties for survivors of domestic
violence who need to terminate their housing leases; and the
addition of teen dating and domestic violence education to
educational staff training programs.

Courtney
named
Boilermakers’
Legislator of
the Year 

WASHINGTON,
D.C. —
Congressman Joe
Courtney (D-Conn.,
2nd District)
recently received
the Legislator of
the Year Award
from the
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship
Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers, AFL-CIO. The
award was given at the Boilermakers’ 42nd Annual Legislative
Education Action Program (LEAP) in Washington, D.C.

“It is an honor to receive this award from an organization
that is held in such high regard,” Courtney said. “The
Boilermakers and eastern Connecticut share a rich history of
hard work and craftsmanship that defines our region. They
strive to improve the lives of their members and their families,
and their recognition of my efforts means a great deal to me.”

Courtney was given the Legislator of the Year award for his
work in Congress to support working families and shipbuild-
ing efforts in eastern Connecticut.

During the health care debate, the congressman gathered
the support of more than 190 of his colleagues to oppose a pro-
vision that would tax high-end health plans to disproportion-
ately and negatively impact members of the Boilermakers and
other unions. He has also been a strong advocate for the
authorization of two Virginia Class submarines to be built
each year — a program that currently employs thousands of
workers in eastern Connecticut and across the country.
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THOMPSON — Fourth-grade students filed
into the school library, not to read a book, but
to meet an author who writes them.

Andre Garant, author of children’s books,
took time out of his day to visit fourth-grade
students at Thompson’s Mary R. Fisher
Elementary School Friday, April 30.

Garant, who has been writing for 10 years,
has published 17 books. His first, “I’m Gonna
Win,” is a story about Matthew Casey, a talent-
ed but stubborn 11-year-old basketball player
who gets upset when he doesn’t get the posi-
tion he wants. His temper gets the best of him,
and eventually the coach asks him to leave the
team. Casey must learn how to play well with
others and become part of a team. The story
started Garant on a series of sports-related
stories, all complete with a moral pertinent to
his young audience. Garant has also written
about school field trips, family vacations and
children putting on a circus — anything he
believes will reach his audience.

Garant said his mission is to get children,
especially boys, who generally read less than
their female classmates, to fall in love with
reading. He chooses his subjects based on
what children respond to in an attempt to
draw them in and keep them reading.

“My basic message to the children is to keep
on reading as much as possible,” Garant said.
“I write books that they’ll be interested in — I
try to draw them in.”

Garant said his books are aimed at children
in the fourth and fifth grades. When he started
out, he said, he tried to write for older children
but found that many of them had lost interest
in reading.

“Fourth-graders are old enough to appreci-
ate what I write, but young enough to be inter-

ested,” he said. “I want to hook them at 10 and
keep them reading. If I can capture their
attention at that level, I consider my mission
met.”

Garant also said he enjoys meeting with
children in this age group, and his writing has
provided him many opportunities to visit

schools and meet with his readers. A
Connecticut resident, he said he has visited
schools throughout Connecticut and
Massachusetts and spoken to thousands of
children, and the response, especially from
fourth-graders, has almost always been
encouraging.

“They give tremendous feedback,” he said.
“They are young enough to be insightful but
also completely honest.”

Garant, 41, did not always know he wanted
to become an author. He is an accountant by
profession and only started writing after he
enrolled in a home study course he came
across in a magazine on writing. He studied
under a professional author and was soon
working on his first book. Though he still
works as an accountant manager, writing is
his hobby and his passion. He said he got into
writing because he enjoys it, not to make
money. During his talk with the students, he
used his own story as an example to encour-
age them to pursue their interests, whether or
not they believe they can achieve success.

“If there is something you really want to do,
go out and do it,” he said. “I believe you can do
anything you want.”

Following his talk in Thompson, Garant
said he was impressed by the students at Mary
R. Fisher. When asked how he felt the talk
went and how receptive the students were, he
said it was “unbelievable.”

“I visit a lot of towns and it’s always hard to
know what kind of reception you’ll get,” he
said. “The response in Thompson was one of
the best I ever have. It gave me a good feeling
to know the kids connected with me. It was
one of the best school visits I’ve ever had.”

Garant’s other books include “Nick Makes
the Kick,” “Reilly’s Black Belt,” “Florida
Vacation” and “The Circus Kids.” His next
book, titled “Jake’s Tree House,” will be out in
August of this year.

Rich Hosford can be reached by phone at (860)
928-1818, ext. 112, or by e-mail at rich@vil-
lagernewspapers.com.

LEARNING
Children’s author visits Thompson school 

GARANT’S NEWEST BOOK IS ‘I’M GONNA WIN’

GRADE 9
High honors: Kaelin Andersen,
Sabrina Benton, Lauren
Biernacki, Stephen Chlapowski,
Julia Eddy, Natalia Gil, Sage King,
Julie Kopacz, Matthew
Lubomirski, Kevin Poitras,
Ashley Stanley, Samantha Vear
and Briana Wrubleski.
Honors: Shane Alexander,
Michael Benkowski, Halle
Danielson, Kimberly Fafard,
Julienne Faucher, Carissa Lueth,
Colyn Petre, Tiffany Preston,
Jacob Roy, Nicole Tetreault,
Melissa Velez Hilton, Kyle Wilson
and Amber Young.
Recognition: Michael Adams,
Austin Adamuska, Angela
Burgess, Samuel Fontaine, Erika
Kopacz, Belle Mayo, Chelsea
Patterson, Sean Rondeau,
Andrew Santerre and Kayelyn
Seiden.
GRADE 10
High honors: Aidan Baranow,
Emily Baranow, Emily Blake,

Patrycja Chmielewska, Stephanie
Duquette, Brandon Hamilton,
Casey Kitka, Kathrin Lewis,
Jamie Mason, Elizabeth
McKinley, Dalton Piecka, Olivia
Rossetti, Miranda Skaradowski,
Clay Sosnowski and Katelyn
Tupaj.
Honors: Kiyara Brissette,
Morgan Brissette, Kailey Cassidy,
Francesca Coppellotti, Jenelle
Davidson, Danielle De’Lay,
Adriana Dufresne, Jacob Eddy,
Kathleen Errichetti, Rebecca
Fasshauer, Kathrine Feranzoviz,
Joel Jezieski, Cordell Kenneson,
Jessica Mason, McKayla Murphy,
Izabela Niebylski and Koryne
Philbrook.
Recognition: Brandon
Blanchard, Nicole Caron, Devyn
Daviau, Edward Kopacz, Tamara
Lafontaine, Frances LeBlanc,
Tyler Limoes, Caitlin McMenemy,
Bella Moulton, Cody Picard, Tyla
Potvin, Amanda Skeens, Felicia
Torres, Andrew Trudo and Kylie

White.
GRADE 11
High honors: Stefanie Faucher,
Stephanie Girouard, Andrew
Gity, Nikki Gyftopoulos, Marie
Jezierski, Ryan King, Rachel
Kopacz, Emily MacKenzie,
Amanda Quatrocelli, Jarrett
Thomas, Stephanie Vogel and
Caterina Wilson.
Honors: Rae Anderson, Alyssa
Bond, Heather Bruyere, Lauren
Danielson, Alysha Dickson, Ryan
Gendreau, Shane Gleim, Noel
Hall, Wellesley Kosak,
Christopher Leveille, Jocelyn
Sabourin, David Santerre, Donald
Scanlon, Robert Silva II, Andrew
Standrowicz and Victoria
Szamocki.
Recognition: Haley Anderson,
Kyle Beaulieu, John Caio, Niles
Deary, Laura Durand, William
O’Brien, Alyson Santerre, Jillian
Schelhammer, Ian Sullivan and
Bryan Young.

GRADE 12
High honors: Ashley Anderson,
Sarah Corrado, Danielle Dion,
Amanda Mathieu, Morgan
Pellecchia, Alexandria Tetreault
and Riley Williams.
Honors: Dorothy Biron, Sarah
Bordua, Kelsey Carpenter, Emily
Carr, Kenzie Cournoyer, Katlyn
Deslauriers, Shana Gaboury,
Abby Gould, Nolan Grant,
Andrew Johnson, Alexandra
Keefe, Amanda Kenefick, Brett
Kenneson, Stephanie Lewis,
Chelsea Mellen, Marissa
Mungham, Daniel Petre Jr.,
Stephanie Pratt, Katelynn Rogers,
John Sullivan III, Caitlin Trudell,
Nicole Withers and Rebecca
Witkowski.
Recognition: Jena Audette, John
Brown, Nicole Duquette, Nicholas
Fierro, Justin Girouard, Brittany
Mae Kruzel, Kyle Kusek, Patrick
Leclerc, Sydney Padula, Camden
Svec, Ricardo Torres, Kelly
Violette and Matthew Wolak.

TOURTELLOTTE MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL
THIRD QUARTER HONOR ROLL:

St. Joseph School
Monday, May 17: Hot dog in a bun, baked
fries, pickles, dessert.
Tuesday, May 18: Build a sub with ham,
turkey, salami, bologna, cheese and pickles;
potato chips; dessert.
Wednesday, May 19: American chop suey,
tossed salad, bread and butter, dessert.
Thursday, May 20: Pizza with assorted
toppings, veggies and dip, dessert.
Friday, May 21: Chicken and gravy over
rice, green beans, bread and butter, dessert.

Ellis Tech 
Monday, May 17: Hot dogs in a bun (2),
baked fries, fruit, milk.
Tuesday, May 18: Chicken and rice, veg-
etable blend, fruit, milk.
Wednesday, May 19: Shortened day.
Thursday, May 20: Sloppy Joe on a roll,
corn, fruit, milk.
Friday, May 21: Cheese pizza, salad, fruit,
milk.

ATTENTION
Less than $1 per day for

Superior Service

Rich Hosford photo

Children’s book author Andre Garant speaks to fourth-graders at Mary R. Fisher Elementary School. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Courtesy photo

Congressman Joe Courtney (left) receives the
Legislator of the Year Award from
Boilermakers President Newton B. Jones
(right).
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